
Chair’s Message

It was very nice to complete my first year as SIGMOD Chair with a very successful Conference.
We had an excellent conference in Madison, Wisconsin. David DeWitt, as the General Chair, ran
a flawless organization and was a gracious host. The technical program put together by Michael
Franklin and his Program Committee continued the excellent tradition of SIGMOD Conferences.
I wish to thank Dave, Mike, their PODS counterparts, Serge Abiteboul and Phokion G. Kolaitis,
and everyone associated with the conference (too many to list; please see the conference Web page
(http://www-db.cs.wisc.edu/sigmodpods2002/) for a memorable event.

The number of registrations at the event was around 525, hopefully putting to rest the conven-
tional wisdom that events that are not on the east or west coasts are not well attended. This was
higher than what David had planned for, and although it created a number of logistical headaches
for him, I was smiling as it meant improved finances for SIGMOD.

I thought I would take this opportunity to summarize the highlights of the past year:

• Many of the SIGMOD volunteers were changed. Almost all of these were initiated at the
request of the former volunteers who had spent many years and were looking for some relief.
SIGMOD is very fortunate to have so many colleagues who are willing to step up to the
challenge. We have a few more changes to make, but we are primarily done with restructuring.

• We have released the SIGMOD Anthology Silver Edition (SE) DVD set, which incorporates
all volumes of the Anthology as well as the first two volumes of DiSC. SE replaces about
25 CDs that were distributed to the members earlier and is now available through the ACM
Store at a membership price of $20 (it is $75 for non-members). We are likely to move to
DVD technology for the upcoming volumes of the Anthology, and, perhaps, of DiSC as the
content keeps growing.

• We have completed work on DiSC Volume 3 (covering publications in 2000) as well as An-
thology Volume 5. These are both in production now, and I have been promised that they
will be included with this issue of the SIGMOD Record (I don’t know if you should believe
me on this score anymore; this is the third time I have promised that you will have it “now”
or “soon”, but I think this time we will hit the target). We are working on DiSC Volume 4
(covering 2001) right now and hope to issue it before the end of the year.

• We have stabilized our finances. You might have read my message in the June issue where I
indicated the temporary, but serious financial difficulty that we found ourselves in. Since the
writing of that message in April, we have stabilized the situation. We collected many of the
monies owed to us by other organizations for various activities (thanks to Rick Snodgrass’s
detailed records and persistence in going after these funds) and we learned that last year’s
conference returned a healthy surplus (thank you Jianwen Su). As a result of higher than
expected participation and David’s judicious control, we are likely to see a surplus this year as
well. So, the situation is stabilized and the measures that the Executive Committee adopted in
February will allow us to maintain better control over the budget. You should read Joachim’s
Treasurer’s Report elsewhere in this issue.

• We have started work on ensuring that SIGMOD activities are more international in scope.
Our first decision was to hold the 2004 SIGMOD/PODS conferences in Europe (this was an



issue handed over to us from the previous administration, but one which I wholeheartedly
support). The French database community was approached and they have agreed to host the
event in Paris in June 2004 under Patrick Valduriez’s General Chairmanship (for SIGMOD).
I want to thank Serge Abiteboul, for establishing the link between SIGMOD and the French
community, and Patrick for agreeing to serve as General Chair. We will likely go out of North
America once every four years.

The tasks for the next year are many. I see the following as the priority issues that will need
our attention:

• We need to work on our membership. There are two issues that need attention. The first
is the restructuring of our membership packages so that the cost of membership does not
exceed membership fee. I hope we won’t have to increase the fee, but we’ll need to do a
serious analysis before we can be certain. The second issue is to work on retention. Statistics
show that our first year retention rate is quite low, but improves significantly after that. We
need to stabilize renewals and ensure that we don’t lose that many members after the first
year. Marianne Winslett, our Vice Chair, is working on this issue.

• I would like to work on chapters. SIGMOD already has close relationships with societies
in China (CCF DBS), Europe (EDBT, ICDT, Moscow ACM SIGMOD Chapter), and the
far east (SIGMOD Japan Chapter). There are ongoing efforts to establish similar linkages
with Latin American countries (a Latin American Liaison Committee has been formed). I
think we can use these linkages (as well as new ones) to bring SIGMOD’s message to a wider
community.

• I would like to work on “value added” activities with our sister societies. These would be
activities that complement what each organization currently does and brings additional value
to the larger database community. We have started some initiatives and hopefully I’ll be able
to report them to you as they reach a resolution.

Let me end by reminding you that the next year’s SIGMOD/PODS conference will be part
of ACM’s Federated Computer Research Conference (FCRC) in San Diego. FCRC “assembles a
spectrum of affiliated research conferences and workshops into a week long coordinated meeting
held at a common time in a common place. This model retains the advantages of the smaller
conferences, while at the same time, facilitates communication among researchers in different fields
in computer science and engineering. Mornings of FCRC week will begin with joint plenary talks
on topics of broad appeal to the computing research community.” Participants at SIGMOD/PODS
will be able to attend any of the 15 other events that are co-scheduled. This is a trial for SIG-
MOD/PODS and we will re-evaluate our decision to participate in future FCRC’s based on mem-
ber feedback following next year’s event. Please visit FCRC’s Web site for further information:
http://www.acm.org/sigs/conferences/fcrc/
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